8                THE ARIAN CONTROVERSY.
Arms proclaims a God of mystery, unfathomable to the Son of God himself, and goes on to argue as if the divine generation were no more mysterious than its human type.    He forgets first that metaphor would cease to be metaphor if there were nothing beyond it; then that it would cease to be true if its main idea were misleading.    He presses the metaphor of sonship as if mere human relations could exhaust the meaning of the divine; and soon works round to the conclusion that it is no proper sonship at all.     In his irreverent hands the Lord's deity is but the common right of mankind, his eternity no more than the beasts themselves may claim.    His clumsy logic overturns every doctrine he   is   endeavouring  to   establish.    He   upholds the Lord's divinity by making the Son of God a creature, and  then  worships   him  to  escape  the   reproach  of heathenism, although such worship, on his own showing, is mere idolatry.    He makes the Lord's manhood his primary fact, and overthrows that too by refusing the Son of Man a human soul.    The Lord is neither truly God nor  truly man, and therefore  is  no  true mediator.    Heathenism may dream  of a true  communion with the Supreme, but for us there neither is nor ever can be any.    Between our Father and ourselves there is a great gulf fixed, which neither he nor we can pass.    Now that we have heard the message of the Lord, we know the final certainty that God is darkness, and in him is no light at all.     If this be the  sum  of the whole matter, then revelation  is a mockery, and Christ is dead in vain.
Arius was but one of many who were measuring the  heights   of heaven   with their   puny  logic,  and